POLAR   VOYAGES   OF   RECENT   TIMES
where in the polar basin, where a taking-off place had
to be made before, with great difficulty, the plane could
be got into the air again.
Thirty-five men were now assembled on the ice, and
they all set to work to pitch the camp which was to be
the home of four of them in the coming winter. About
ten tons of goods were unloaded from the machines, con-
sisting of stores for a year. Great quantities of provisions
were set out on the ice; sledges and tents, instruments and
apparatus were unstowed from the holds of the planes.
The work of erecting a house was rapidly put in hand; a
house which naturally was very different from earlier
winter-stations. It was ten feet long, seven feet wide
and just under seven feet high. First, over a frame-
work of duralumin, a layer of waterproof rubber was
stretched, then two layers of silk lined with eiderdown.
The outer covering consisted of several layers of black
canvas. The meteorological instruments were set up,
and wireless masts erected on the ice-floe. Three trans-
mitters of different strengths were installed, for which the
power was supplied by a wind-driven motor. There was
also a petrol-engine for this, and for an emergency a little
transmitter worked from a hand-driven dynamo. In the
first few days telephonic communication with Moscow
was established, and the flight-leader Molokov's little son
at home in Moscow telephoned the urgent request that
his father should bring him home a polar bear.
The four aeroplanes remained on the ice-floe for six-
teen days, while the chief of the expedition gave the
wintering-party some final advice. Then the flyers took